
The Purpose of Statewide Testing 

What are the Smarter Balanced Assessments? 
The Smarter Balanced assessments are new computer based tests for students in grades three through eight 
and grade eleven that measure student knowledge of California’s English language arts/literacy (ELA) and 
mathematics standards. These new assessments replace the former paper-based, multiple-choice California 
State Test (CST). The first statewide administration of these assessments will take place in spring 2015. 

Why are new assessments needed? 
California has adopted more rigorous academic standards that emphasize not only subject knowledge, but 
also the critical thinking, analytical writing, and problem-solving skills students need to be successful in college 
and career. These standards set a higher bar for California students to help ensure they are prepared to 
succeed in the future. Because what students need to know and be able to do has changed, our tests must 
change as well. 

What information does the assessment provide and how is it used? 
The data from new assessments provide valuable information to inform teaching and learning.  IUSD has 
always used standardized test scores as one piece of information about a student’s progress taken into 
account with multiple measures such as student performance in the classroom, teacher observation, student 
portfolios or work samples, performance on in-class assessments, etc.  Scores from standardized assessments 
are never used to determine a child’s grade for the following school year. 

 Students and Parents:  Families will receive individual score reports via mail in the summer.  These 
reports provide valuable information about how a student is performing toward the new standards.  
Keep in mind that this first year will provide a baseline score.  Students and parents should not be 
discouraged by baseline scores since it will take time to show improvement on the new standards and 
assessments. 

 Teachers and Principals:  Similar to previous years, teachers receive student and class level reports 
whereas principals receive student, class, and school level information.  This data helps teachers and 
principals evaluate their instructional program.  For example, if a principal notices in the data that 
many students struggle with informational writing, they can organize focused professional learning in 
the area for teachers in the next school year. 

 Irvine Unified School District:  IUSD’s data and assessment department keeps all individual student 
information secure.  District-wide data is used to identify general areas of strength and weakness in 
the instructional programs with the goal to communicate needs to IUSD curricular leaders, principals, 
and ultimately teachers. 

 County and State:  No individual student information is shared at the county and state 
levels.  Instead, larger representative groups are examined such as language learners, students 
involved in the special education program, etc. The purpose of looking at this data is to determine the 
district’s ability to address student learning needs as a whole.   

 Smarter Balanced Consortium: The assessment consortium does not have access to any personal 
student information and instead uses the anonymous data from the assessment to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the test items.  For example, if many students are misunderstanding a particular 
question, it might need to be rewritten or removed from the assessment.   

Why is it important for my student to participate in statewide testing? 
Due to the value in the information received from standardized assessments, it is important for all students to 
participate in statewide testing each year.  In addition, the school district has a federal student participation 
requirement that might affect funding if not met.  
 

For more information: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/  
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